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Dear All,

National Organ and Tissue Transplant Organization {(NOTTO) is a National level organization set up
under Directorate General of Health Services, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government of India. The
organization has been set up in pursuance to mandate given to Central Government for establishing a network
for organ procurement & distribution & to maintain a national registry for the purpose of surveillance of organ
donation & transplantation in the country.

It has came to our notice, that certain websites & social media posts are promoting and offering organ trading,
which is in violation of the provisions of THOTA (Transplantation of Human Organ & Tissue Act), 1994 & Rules
there under. The Web link of one such website & some social media posts along with the printout of the same

is annexed.

Such activities are punishable offence under section 18 of THOTA 1994, with fine ranging from Rs. 20 lakhs to
Rs. 1crore and imprisonment ranging from 5 years to 10 years. Health and law and order being state subjects
and also THOTA provides for State Appropriate Authority to be appointed by every state to deal with such
illegal/ commercial activities/organ trafficking. Keeping in view of the gravity of the matter, you are requested
to take necessary steps for prevention & control of organ trafficking and putting in place a system to monitor

the same.
Kindly send the action taken report in this regard to this office at the earliest.
With regards,

Qo

(Dr. Anil Kumar)
Director, NOTTO

To:
1. Principal Secretary (Health), All States & UTs
2. State Appropriate Authority/Director Medical Education/Director Health Services, All States & UTs

Copy to information to : !
1. PSO to DGHS/ PPS to Adv (RW)

ol v e TE, WG He, e NG, 7 Riel-110029, B 7. 011-26164770
4th & 5th Floor, NIOP Buikding, Safdarjung Hospital, New Delhi- 110029, Ph- 011-26164770, E-Mai- dir@notio nic.in
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https://organ-india.jimdosite.com/?gclid=CjOKCQjwu-
KiBhCsARIsAPztUF3QX5cAudM3MZAYEp-
KYGOQx7iPrAyOEA80T0J7myd279uM8ysxNKOaAgNSEALwW wcB
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https:/email.gov.in/h/printmessage?id=137177&tz=Asia/Kolkata&xi
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Dr. Rajneesh Sahai

Illegal activities pertaining to organ trafficking in the country

From

: Dr. Rajneesh Sahai <dir@notto.nic.in>

Subject : Illegal activities pertaining to organ trafficking in the

To

Cc:

country

: secretaryanil06@gmail.com, dmegoap@gmail.com,

dhsnig@gmail.com, dhsfw2020assam@gmail.com,
healthbih <health-bih@nic.in>, dhs ut
<dhs_ut@yahoo.com>, Shri Bhim Singh
<dhs.cg@nic.in>, vkdas511@gmail.com, Dr. Motup
<cmo.lehladakh-mohfw@gov.in>, Delhi Organ
Transplant Cell <organtransplant.delhi@nic.in>, Pr
secretary Health <pshealth@nic.in>, dirhealth goa
<dirhealth.goa@nic.in>, adddir health mel
<adddir.health.me1@gmail.com>,
directorpgims@gmail.com, Dr Sita Thakur <principal-
igmc-hp@gov.in>, dhsjammu@rediffmail.com, jhr-
healthdirectorate <jhr.healthdirectorate@gmail.com>,
com-hfws@karnataka.gov.in, dmekerala@gmail.com,
Shashank Mani Tripathi <secy-home@gov.in>,
dirmededu dirmededu <dirmededu@nic.in>,
adhsthoa@gmail.com, dhsmi@rediffmail.com,
dhmemiz@gmail.com, dmetbbsr4@gmail.com, Mr
Udaya Kumar C I.A.S <secycs.pon@nic.in>, Director
MER Punjab <dirmer@punjab.gov.in>, addldir
medicaledu <addldir.medicaledu@rajasthan.gov.in>,
healthsecyskm@yahoo.com, hfsec@tn.gowv.in,
dme@tn.gov.in, dmetelangana@gmail.com,
dhsgovttripura@gmail.com, dgmededu@gmail.com,
dghealth uttarakhand
<dghealth.uttarakhand@gmail.com>,
admcuk@gmail.com, itcellhfwd@gmail.com

RAJIV WADHAWAN <r.wadhawan15@nic.in>, Dr. Anil
Kumar <dr.anilkumar@nic.in>, shinysuman
<shinysuman@gmail.com>

Dear Sir/Madam,

Tue, May 23, 2023 05:32 PM
1 attachment

Greetings from National Organ and Tissue Transplant Organisation (NOTTO)!

Please find attached the DO Letter (DO Letter No. S.12011/06/2023-MS) dated May 17,
2023 from Sh. Rajiv Wadhawan, Govt. of India, MOHFW regarding” Illegal activities

5/23/2023, 1
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Rajiv Wadhawan, ICoAS A e TEL. : 011-23063155, 23063156
Adviser (cost) 3fIIG = E-MAILL : rrwadhawan15@nic.in
3 Helad May 17,2023

>,

it has coine to the Ministry’s notice that the matters of illegal online activities
pertaining to organ trafficking in the country are at surge. For example, one website
‘https://organ-india.jimdosite.com/‘?gclid=CjOKCinu-KiBthARISAPztUF3QXScA
udM3MZ4YEp-KYGOQx7jPrAyOEA8OTOJ7myd279uM8ystKOaAqNSEALw_wc
B’ is offering Rs. 5 Crore INR in exchange for one kidney. The said website is
operating in the name of Manipal Hospital Kidney Centre, Karnataka and Dr. Ravi
Jangamani, nephrologist. Moreover, various social groups are active on social
networking sites such as Face Book on which posts regarding illicitly selling and
purchase of organs are being shared regularly. The relevant screenshots of posts are
attached herewith. These kind of unlawful activities are a major hindrance to the
implementation of National Organ Transplant Programme. I, therefore, request your
personal attention in creating awareness so that people are cognizant towards the | g

government recognized process of organ donation permitted by the law, along with the

illegality and repercussions associated with ihdulge_nce_ in organ trafficking.

With regards

Yours Sincerely,

Y
@ f (Rajiv Wadhawan)
°>° 2 Dr. Krishan Kumar
D\ o~ Director Nr/S 4
"~ National Organ & Tissue Transplant Organization 0‘/\0 oy
4th Floor, National Institute of Pathology,
" NIOP Building, Safdarjung Hospital Campus, i

ite

- “ New Delhi-110029.
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As you may f)/e aware, Central Government has been given a mandate under the
Transplantation of Human Organs and Tissues Act (THOTA), 1994 for establishing National
Human Organs & Tissues Removal and Storage Network and to maintain a National registry
of the donors and recipients of human organs and tissues. In this regard, the Government
of India is implementing the National Organ Transplant Programme (NOTP) to promote organ
donation and transplantation across the country. A three tier structure has been set up under
the NOTP for an efficient and organized system of organ procurement and distribution in the
Country, which consists of the National Organ and Tissue Transplant Organization (NOTTO)

(ROTTOs) at Chandigarh, Mumbai, Chennai, Kolkata and Guwahati and State Organ and
Tissue Transplant Organizations (SOTTOs) at the State level.

2. The Government of India is working with the aim of “One Nation, One Policy” for
Orgen Nenstion and Trongplantation in consuftation with Slates 14 *hic tomtest, o r o -
was held with all States under the Chairmanship of Director General of Health Services
(DGHS) on 9+ January, 2023 wherein it v.as noted that the THOTA and Rules thereunder,
provides that a patient requiring Deceased Donor Organ for Transplant (DDOT) can seek
organ transplant from any registered transplant hospital in the Country and his/her request
would thereafter be registered by the transplant hospital with the National Registry for
inclusion in the waiting list. A unique ID will be provided by NOTTO to each of these
registered patients. The patient would be counted as the patient of the State where the
concerned transplant hospital is located. The patient also has the option to change the
transplant hospital within or outside the State after initial registration and the unique ID for
determining the priority in the waiting list would remain the same. Therefore, now it has
been decided to do away with the domicile requirement of the State (as has been the practice
in few States) for registration of patients requiring organ transplantation from deceased
donor. Hence, no State/UT shall ask for domicile for registering the patients for deceased
donor organ transplantation,

3 As per the previous guideline of National Organ and Tissue Transplantation (NOTTO),
only persons below the age of 65 years ..ere eligible for registration to receive deceased
donor organ. Now, it has been decided L. .t patients of any age, requiring Deceased Donor
Organ for Transplant (DDOT), without sy upper age limit, will be permitted to register all
over the Country in the waiting list regist: y.

4. Further, it is emphasised that no fee should be charged by the States/UTs for
registration of patients for deceased donor organ as there is no such provision under THOTA

Room No. 166, A-Wiry. 1i 0 .n Bhawan, New Delfhi-110 011
Generated from eOffice by ABigN () \GP-2EOEIBE01-B0060. - .. 1 SHEIBBCOTRSRR Bxenilv: SUOITIMEEDNIN.ir? /05/2023 09:34 AM
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mmediately,

In view of the above, you are requested to take necessary stepn, oo a5 to enoure
and share an action taken report with this Miristry within

5,

implementation of above guidelines
15 days.
6. I'shall be gratefut if you kindly look into the matter personally and support this Hational

endeavor to bring in uniformity in the field of organ donation and transplantation all over the
country. This will go a long way in furthering the noble cause of organ donation,

@y ) ey adh
/ _ Yours sincerely,

(Rajesh Bhushan)

s
/

ACS/Principal Secretary/Secretary (Health and Family Welfare), all States/UTs

3
Genersted from eOffice by ASHUN DwiveD), MS-ASO(AD)-MOHFW, ASSISTANT SECTION OFFICER, DOHFW DEPARTMENT 0n 12/05/2023 08:34 AM
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M Sr(v,

As you are aware, (he Union Government has taken scveral significan
Steps to simplify the process of organ donation in the country. The major
challenge faced by the Government of India in respect of organ
donaiion/nanspiamation is the lack of awareness on the subject in the country. in
a review meeting on National Organ  Transplant Programme  under co-
chairmanship of Hon’ble Member (Healthy, NITI Aayog and Sceretary (HIF W),
it was decided that a curriculum on organ transplants needs ‘to be finalized for
inclusion in the CBSE curriculum for school children.

2. In view of above, a module has been drafted by the Department for
inclusion in the syllabus of CBSE for school students and |y being forwarded
herewith for vour kind perusal. It is requested thag inpuls:'umlmcnts»"suggesﬁuns
3 iV e draf Shiess A ALl Hie uluu"u;:t. o u\;d;t;un i
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the curriculum.

L AT L ]
LN T ] \le\.\.l"-i".

(Rajiv Wadkdwan)

Sh. Vineet Joshi
Additional Secretary (Edu.)
Ministry of Education
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Union Government has taken
donation in the country.

several significant sieps to
The major challenge faced by
antation is the lack of

the country. In a review meeting on National Organ

der co-chairmanship of Hon'ble Member (Health), NITI
Aayog and Secretary (HFW), it was decided

that a curriculum on organ transplants

needs to be finalized for inclusion in the curriculum for MBBS.

2.

In view of above, a chapter has been drafted by the Department for inclusion in
the syllabus of the MBBS sludents and is being forwarded herewith for your kind

perusal. It is requested that inputs/comments/suggestions may be provided on the draft
chapter so as to finalize the module for addition in the curriculum.

Dr. Suresh Chandra Sharma
Chainman

Yours Sincerely,
] A —

o/t
(Raji\i\-&y\awan)

National Medical Commission

Pocket- 14 | Sector — 8, Dwarka Phase

New Delhi ~ 110077
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